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METAMORPHOSIS NON-PROFIT NETWORK CALLS ON CANDIDATES TO SIGN PLEDGE

The Metamorphosis Non-Profit Network is urging all Provincial candidates to pledge their commitment to
providing money for Peel social services.

As of late Wednesday afternoon, Liberal leader and Cooksville candidate Bonnie Crombie, as well as
NDP leader Marit Stiles had both signed. Leader of the Ontario PC Premier Doug Ford and Green Party
leader Mike Schreiner had yet to make the Metamorphosis pledge.

“The vast majority of candidates have signed our pledge, but the absence of the Premier, and the PC
candidates in every riding, is still a worrisome gap,” Angela Carter, Community Advocate said. “The
Metamorphosis Network is asking that candidates from all parties participate and sign on, so we know
that they are committed to righting the wrongs in Peel Region.”

Candidates from the Liberal, Green and NDP parties have signed the pledge, however no Ontario PC
candidates have signed on, or even acknowledged a funding issue.

“Peel is the most diverse, and fastest growing region in the province,” said Gurpreet Malhotra, CEO,
Indus Community Services. “Racialized communities deserve as much funding support as everywhere
else in the province, especially since they paid for these services through their Provincial tax dollar. The
Metamorphosis Network is asking candidates to examine this serious funding gap and commit to solving
the problem. This is about people in Peel who rely on community and health services that help seniors,
youth and families.”

The Pledge

The Metamorphosis pledge recognizes that the Province of Ontario underfunds community services in Peel
Region in comparison to other municipalities. Through signing, candidates promise that if elected they will
create a working table with the province, municipalities, and non-profits from Peel Region to ensure that all

community services are properly funded.

The purpose of the table is to ensure partnership with the Metamorphosis network and other levels of
government. “Peel Region requires strong collaboration with the next provincial government to ensure
sustainable growth and meet the needs of Peel’s diverse and vibrant community,” says a Peel Region news
release. “Provincial support is needed to address historic underfunding, the housing affordability crisis,
infrastructure demands, mental health and addiction services, and support for vulnerable populations.”
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https://peelregion.ca/press-releases/peel-region-presents-key-advocacy-priorities-provincial-election-candidates
https://peelregion.ca/press-releases/peel-region-presents-key-advocacy-priorities-provincial-election-candidates

Peel’s growing. Funding isn’t.

Although the population in Peel is growing, provincial funding for community social services is not — and
as a result, per capita funding is far less than in other regions.

A recent report by Blueprint ADE found that Peel Region gets less for community social services than
other communities:

“The analysis presented in this report confirms that Peel Region Municipalities receive less per-capita
support for social services from the province than the Ontario average across all channels by which
the province funds social services. However one might approach the issue of closing or narrowing the
gap, its magnitude and persistence supports Peel Region’s long-standing case that its residents are not
receiving an equitable allocation of provincial support for social services.

Cut in Half Campaign

In response to the findings in the report, the Metamorphosis Network, a coalition of over 100 non-profit
organizations, is sounding the alarm with a new awareness campaign aimed at addressing the problem.

This week, residents in Peel region are seeing the “Cut in Half” campaign on over 500 buses, transit
shelters, and on digital screens across the region.

The campaign features images that are deliberately sliced/cut in half, visually emphasizing the real-life
consequences of inadequate funding for affected communities.

Peel Regional Council take action

Last week, Peel Regional Council supported the Cut in Half campaign, advocating for candidates to sign
the Metamorphosis pledge.

During the Peel Regional Council meeting on Thursday, February 13, Mayor Carolyn Parrish, Mayor
Patrick Brown, Mayor Annette Groves, and councillors unanimously passed a motion, proposed by
Councillor Brad Butt. The motion urges all provincial candidates in Peel to sign the Metamorphosis
Candidate Pledge, committing to correct the enormous funding shortfall in community services in Peel.
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